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Thus I that was once in the devil's clutches,
was held fast there as with a charm, and had no
power to go without the circle, till I was ingulfed
in labyrinths of trouble too great to get out at all.

However, these thoughts left some impression
upon me, and made me act with some more caution
than before, and more than my directors used for
themselves. My comrade, as I called her, (she
should have been called my teacher,) with another
of her scholars, was the first in the misfortune ; for
happening to be upon the hunt for purchase, they
made an attempt upon a linendraper in Cheapside,
but were snapped by a hawk's-eyed journeyman, and
seized with two pieces of cambric, which were taken
also upon them.

This was enough to lodge them both in Newgate,
where they had the misfortune to have some of
their former sins brought to remembrance; two
other indictments being brought against them, and
the facts being proved upon them, they were both
condemned to die ; they both pleaded their bellies,
and were both*voted quick with child; though.'my
tutoress was no more with child than I was.

I went frequently to see them, and condole with
them, expecting that it would be my turn next; but
the place gave me so much horror, reflecting that it
was the place of my unhappy birth, and of my
mother's misfortunes, that I could not bear it, so I
left off going to see them.

And O! could I but have taken warning by their
disasters, I had been happy still, for I was yet free,
and had nothing brought against me ; but it could
not be, my measure was not yet filled up.

My comrade, having the brand of an old offender,
was executed; the young offender was spared,
having obtained a reprieve; but lay starving a
long while in prison, till at last she got her name